How to Add Your Research Surnames to the Surname Section

(extracted from Documentation for ENS-R Membership Rev 1.6 January 11, 2026)

The Surnames section of this screen is used primarily by genealogical organizations where there
is a reasonable chance that another member of the organization is researching the same
surname in the same area. It allows members to connect, which helps the mission of the
organization. Note that there is a Surname module that lists all surnames entered through this
screen and allows site visitors, hopefully only members, to send blind forwarded emails to the
person they want to contact.

Note: This part of the screen is described here, but an admin typically does not know the
surname information and cannot enter it. However, the Profile area for each member works
exactly the same way, and members can update their surnames.

It is generally not useful to enter surnames that are not associated with the primary focus of the
organization (Prince George’s County, MD). The odds of finding another member with ancestors
of the same surname in that county is very high. However, listing surnames you’re researching
all across the country or the world is not helpful since it is unlikely you’ll find someone in our
society who also is searching for that surname and place.

To enter names to the Surname file, click on the grey “Plus” icon
Surnames
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and you will be presented with the following fields to fill in:
Surnames

Surname Country State / Prov [ Region County City Begin year End year -]
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All of these fields are optional, so fill in the ones you think are necessary.
Enter the start and end years to search in the Begin year and End year fields.

If you want to add another surname to the search, click on the grey plus icon again. If you want
to delete an already filled record, click on the red minus icon.

Family Names Section -- This section is only useful and available to familial and lineage
organizations and we are not a lineage society, so this part does not apply. Please ignore.



